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Wing commander So-
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Menai Bridge
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Meirion Evansd The
Hafod Eryri Project
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Kathryn Pritchard Gib-
sond The History of the
house of the Llywelyns
Friday 21st May

AGM Speaker from the
Joint Service Mountain
Training Centre Inde-
fatigable
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The George Hotel & Bangor Ferry

The George Hotel i Bangor Ferry

Report of Lecture given to the Civic Society
by David Price 30.10.2009

In the 19" Century, the George Hotel was
described as the finest hotel in the Country.
It started life as an inn and ferry crossing of
the Menai Strait about 1771. There was a
ferry from Nantporth to Cadnant, from Gorad
y Gyt to Cadnant and then the ferry from the
George to Porthaethwy, Porth y Wrach. By
17806s two ferries
Julius Caesare Ibbotson depicts ferry boats
filled with horses, people and coaches.

By 1800 there was only one ferry, from the
George to Porth y Wrach. The George was
run by the Jackson family for 40 years until
1827. In 1843 a Miss Ellen Roberts from
Ysbyty Ifan in Denbighshire became the
tenant. The hotel was the stopping place for
all people coming to view the new bridges,
particularly the Tubular. Engineers came
from all over the world.

On 27" August 1851 the George hosted a
Grand Banquet to celebrate the opening of
the Britannia Bridge. Two Pavilions were
erected in the grounds. One for the women
another for the male guests. The lavish
menu was served to 300 men. It all started

wer

at 5pm after a gun salute from a steamer in
the Straits. The
guering Hero Comes®o0.
from Liverpool and there was a local choir.
There were numerous toasts with special
music after each toast. The great and good
were present Dean Cotton, Joseph Paxton,
Lords Mostyn, Penrhyn, Watkins Wynne and
Robert Stephenson. The next day they held
a Grand Ball in the Pavilion.

The North Wales Chronicle published the
weekly guest arrivals at the George. This
gives some idea of the people who came to
visit. The Duke of Wellington came to Ban-
gor Station, 10 days before the banquet and
stayed at the Hotel. In his 82" year he had
walked from the station to the Hotel and left
at 6am the following day to view the bridges.
A private train took him back to Conwy to
see the bridges there and then he went back
to London.

In 1851 Ms Roberts bought the George for

£3,800 and In 1858,enlarged the hotel again.

By this time, the Hotel had a tap room, gas
works, croquet lawn, stables and its own
water supply. In 1865 she died. Shops and
schools were all closed and the school chil-
dren at Llandygai lined the road. She was a
great benefactor to the area, giving oranges
and supplies at Christmas to the people in

___ Bangor workhouse, she gave a
wsst ained gl ass wi
j Church.

The Hotel was left to her two

gni eces but by t
=4 was starting to go down hill, not so
many people were coming to view
the sites. In 1899 and the hotel
was sold to a London man for
£9,500; it was sold again in 1919
to the Normal College and was
used by men only as their hostel.
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CIVIC TRUST NEWS

Civic Society Initiative Getreet Pride aims to help community volunteers take an active role to prevent local roads,

squares and precincts being blighted by intrusive fixtures and other debris. The campaign has been developed by Civic Soci-

ety Initiative, an organisation created following the demise of the Civic Trust, which went into administration earlier this

year. Griff Rhys Jones, the comedy actor and presenter, will act as the figurehead for the campaign, which will be supported

by English Heritage. The Prince of Wales, who was Patron of the Civic Trust, sent a message of support to the new cam-

paign at a meeting of civic societies in Blackpoollovedroble wr ot e
and identities of our communities and campaigning for a better, more sustainable, future. As a movement, your own roots are

long and your achievements extensive.

iOCOut of adversity you now have an opportuniitapowerfufcommumthay say s
movement which can address the challenges of a fast-changing world and remain a steadfast champion of the fabric and
character of our nationés cities, towns and villages.
AiNowhere should be without its civic society and no one shoul
ltds pleasing to receive this report about the Civic Trust i

Cadw, amongst others, and is not under threat.
view their activities/articles/reports. Liz Moyle

Their magazine, About Wales, is usually available at meetings for you to

Continued o
The George Hotel/
Bangor Ferry

College Road site. Men and women were taught sepa-
rately . In 1935, the George was condemned and it was
decided to demolish it, but the war came and there was a
reprieve. It survived a further demolition threat in 1964.
The site is now part of the University and houses the Sports
Science Dept. Much money has been spent in restoring the
building and making the grand wrought iron staircase safe.
For further reading see Dr.Peter Ellis Jones, Transactions of

ent r anthe.Gaernarvonshire Historical Society. Vol.40 (1979) The
George-Inn- Hotel-Hostel 1771-1978.

In the meantime, a large
house, Neuadd Ardudwy,
had been built on the West
side which became the resi-
dence of the Bishop of Ban-
gor until 1926. Women stu-

Detail on column at
6carriage

dents, 200 in all, lived in Upper Bangor on the .

Jane Cherrett

VISIT TO NANT GWRTHEYRN

The trip to Nant Gwrtheryn (17th October 2009), the Welsh
Language Study Centre near Llithfaen was a great suc-
cess. Some people had not been to the area for over 30
years and only remembered it as a village in total derelic-
tion.

Photo N . Neale

To see the transformation to a thriving study centre was re-
markable. After a welcome coffee in the newly built Confer-
ence Centre, members walked back to Seilo Chapel to view
the exhibition and to hear Dr. Carl Clowes describe the his-
tory of the former quarry site. Dr. Clowes working as the local
GP in the 197006s realised
decline, local people were becoming dispirited as young

that the

people were obliged to look for work elsewhere. With the
introduction of the 1% Welsh Language Act in 1971, people
generally and those with professional skills needed greater
fluency in Welsh. This was to be the lifeline to reverse
the fortunes of the Nant as in 1975 the village was put up
for sale and the place was bought with the intention of
developing it into a language centre. Since then, the
houses and chapel have been repaired . The Conference
Centre and new café with its splendid balcony overlooking
the bay is a recent build.

The first students arrived in 1982 and since then some
25,000 have gained in Welsh language skills and knowl-
edge of Welsh culture. For further information see page 3.

area was in serious social



